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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 August 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 7.3-25 and 38-56 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) ^ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E| Claim(s) 1.3-25 and 38-56 is/are rejected. 

7) ^3 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 3 7 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 18, 2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1. Claims 1, 3-7, 9, 10, 12, 15, 17, 18-21, 23, 38, 39, 40-56 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Criscito et ai. U.S. Pat. No. 5,854,945. 

2. As to claim 1, Criscito et al. teach apparatus comprising: 

a scanner (bar code scanner is a form of image scanner; item 10, fig. 2) including a first 
port and a second port coupled together through a communications bus (see fig. 2); 
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control logic (control 58, fig. 6) associated with the communication bus, the control logic 
configured to control the passage of data over the communication bus (see fig. 2; col. 6, line 61- 
col. 7, line 58). 

3. As to claim 3, Criscito et al. teach apparatus further comprising a computer (item 20a, 
fig. 6) coupled to the second port, where the communication bus passes commands from the 
keyboard directly (items 74jb, 7ib, fig. 6) to the computer. 

4. As to claim 56, Criscito et al. teach apparatus, further comprising a keyboard coupled to 
the first port (item 14, fig. 2). 

5. As to claims 4 and 5, Criscito et al. teach apparatus wherein the control logic is 
configured to detect the presence of commands from the keyboard (via lines 73bb and 74bb, fig. 
6) and control logic routes commands from the keyboard to the computer (via TG2 and TGI, fig. 
6). 



6. As to claims 6 and 7, Criscito et al. teach apparatus wherein keyboard enable logic (item 
62, fig. 6) associated with the control logic and the keyboard enable logic instructs the control 
logic to route commands from the keyboard to a keyboard/scanner interface (see fig. 2). 
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11. As to claim 1 7, Criscito et al. teach method, further comprising supplying power to the 
keyboard from the scanner if the power signal from the computer is not detected (by item 73b 
and 74b; fig. 2). 

12. As to claim 23, Criscito et al. teach apparatus, wherein the keyboard commands 
correspond to a facsimile address (facsimile number as is common in the art). 

13. As to claim 38, Criscito et al. teach system, comprising: 
a computer (item 20, fig. 2); 

a scanner coupled to the computer (items 10 and 20, fig. 2); and 
a keyboard coupled to the scanner (item 14 and 10, fig. 2), 

wherein the scanner is configured to receive keyboard commands from the keyboard and 
perform a function based on the keyboard commands even if the computer is powered off 
(connection of item 14 and 10; fig. 2). 

14. As to claim 39, Criscito et al. teach system, wherein the scanner comprises a first port 
and a second port coupled via a communication bus and wherein the keyboard couples to the firs 
port and the computer couples to the second port (items 14, 10 and 20). 

15. As to claim 40, Criscito et al. teach system, wherein if the computer not powered off, the 
computer is able to receive keyboard commands from the keyboard via the scanner even if the 
scanner if powered off (col. 2, lines 7-10). 
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7. As to claim 9, Criscito et al. teach apparatus further comprising power supply logic 
configured to supply power to the keyboard if the power detector fails to detect the power signal 
from the computer (via lines 73b and 74b; fig. 2). 

8. As to claim 10, Criscito et al. teach apparatus, further comprising a keyboard/scanner 
interface (items 12, 65 a, fig. 6) configured to receive keyboard commands (via lines 73bb and 
74bb, fig. 6) from the control logic and forward the keyboard commands (via line 58, fig. 6) to a 
processor of the scanner (item 64, fig. 6). 

9. As to claim 12, Criscito et al. teach apparatus, wherein the keyboard commands 
correspond to a facsimile address (facsimile number as is common in the art). 

10. As to claim 15, Criscito et al. teach method comprising: 

connecting a scanner to a computer over a communication bus in the image scanner (see 
items 60 and 20a, fig. 6); and 

connecting a keyboard to the communication bus where the communication bus passes 
commands from the keyboard directly to the computer (see fig. 2); 

wherein the keyboard connects to a first port of the scanner and the computer connects to 
a second port of the scanner (items 14 and 20; fig. 2). 
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16. As to claim 41, Criscito et al. teach system, wherein if both the computer and the scanner 
are powered on, keyboard commands from the keyboard are diverted to the computer via the 
scanner by default and are selectively diverted for use by the scanner based on a user-activated 
signal (col. 1, line 55-col. 2, line 2). 

17. As to claim 42, Criscito et al. teach method, comprising: 
connecting a computer to a scanner (item 20 and 10, fig. 2); 
connecting a keyboard to the scanner (item 14 and 10, fig. 2); and 

performing a function by the scanner based on keyboard commands from the keyboard, 
even if the computer is powered off (connection of item 14 and 10; fig. 2). 

18. As to claim 43, Criscito et al. teach method, further comprising coupling the keyboard to 
a first port of the scanner and coupling the computer to a second port of the scanner (items 14, 10 
and 20). 

19. As to claim 44, Criscito et al. teach method, further comprising powering the keyboard 
by the scanner if the computer is powered off (connection of lines 71 and 72; fig. 2). 

20. As to claim 45, Criscito et al. teach method, further comprising, if the computer is 
powered on and the scanner is powered off, transmitting keyboard commands from the keyboard 
to the computer via the scanner (col. 2, lines 7-10). 
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21. As to claim 46, Criscito et al. teach method further comprising, if both the computer and 
the scanner are powered on, controlling the computer using the keyboard by default and 
selectively controlling the scanner using the keyboard based on a user-activated signal (col. 1, 
line 55 - col. 2, line 2). 

22. As to claim 47, Criscito et al. teach system, comprising: 
a computer (item 20; fig. 2); 

a scanner coupled to the computer (scanner 10, fig. 2); and 
a keyboard coupled to the scanner (item 14, fig. 2), 

wherein the computer receives keyboard commands form the keyboard via the scanner, 
even if the scanner is powered off (col. 2, lines 7-10). 

23. As to claim 48, Criscito et al teach system, wherein the scanner comprises a first port 
and a second port coupled via a communication bus and wherein the keyboard couples to the first 

^ port and the computer couples to the second port (items 16, 12 and 24; fig. 2). 

24. As to claim 49, Criscito et al. teach system, wherein if the computer is powered off and 
the scanner is powered on, the scanner is able to receive keyboard commands from the keyboard 
to control a function of the scanner (via lines 73b and 74b; fig. 2; col. 5, lines 10-13). 
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25. As to claim 50, Criscito et al. teach system, wherein if both the computer and the scanner 
are powered on, the computer receives keyboard commands via the scanner by default (col. 1, 
lines 55-67) and the scanner selectively diverts keyboard commands for use by the scanner based 
on a user-activated signal (via keyboard detect logic; col. 5, lines 35-49) . 

26. As to claim 51, Criscito et al. teach method, comprising: 
connecting a computer to a scanner (item 20, fig. 2); 
connecting a keyboard to the scanner (item 14, fig. 2); and 

transmitting keyboard commands to the computer via the scanner, even if the scanner is 
powered off (col. 2, lines 7-10). 

27. As to claim 52, Criscito et al. teach method comprising, if the scanner is powered on and 
the computer is powered off, performing a function by the scanner based on keyboard commands 
from the keyboard (via lines 73b and 74b; fig. 2; col. 5, lines 10-13). 

28. As to claim 53, Criscito et al. teach method comprising powering the keyboard by the 
scanner if the computer is powered off (items 71 and 72; fig. 2). 

29. As to claim 54, Criscito et al. teach method further comprising coupling the keyboard to a 
first port of the scanner and coupling the computer to a second port of the scanner (item 16, 12 
and 24; fig. 2). 
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30. As to claim 55 5 Criscito et al. teach method further comprising, if both the computer and 
the scanner are powered on, directing keyboard commands to the computer by default (col. 1, 
lines 55-67) and selectively directing keyboard commands to the scanner based on a user- 
activated signal (via keyboard detect logic; col. 5, lines 35-49). 

31. Claims 18-21 are method claims of apparatus claims 4-7. Criscito et al teach apparatus 
as set forth in claims 4-7. Therefore, Criscito et al. also teach method as set forth in claims 18- 
21. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

32. Claims 8 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Criscito 
et al. U.S. Pat. No. 5,854,945 in view of Raasch et al. U.S. Pat. No. 5,280,283. 

33. As to claim 8, Criscito et al. do not teach power detector coupled to the communications 
bus, the power detector configured to detect power signal from a computer. 

Raasch et al. teach power detector coupled to the communications bus, the power 
detector configured to detect power signal from a computer (col. 2, lines 18-36). However, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine 
the teachings of Criscito et al. and Raasch et al. because this would provide conservation of 
power for the system (col. 2, lines 29-36). 

34. Claim 16 is method claims of apparatus claim 8. Criscito et al. and Raasch et al. teach 
apparatus as set forth in claim 8. Therefore, Criscito et al. and Raasch et al. also teach method as 
set forth in claim 16. 
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35. Claims 11, 13, 14, 22, 24, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Criscito et al. U.S. Pat. No. 5,854,945 in view of Raasch et al. U.S. Pat. No. 
5,280,283 further in view of Davis et al. U.S. Pat. No. 6,167,462. 

36. As to claims 11,13 and 14, neither Criscito et al. nor Raasch et al. teach wherein 
keyboard commands correspond to an email address, a network interface module coupled to the 
keyboard/image scanner interface configured to connect the image scanner to an external 
network, and a document scanned by the image scanner is electronically mailed over the external 
network. 

However, Davis et al. teach wherein keyboard commands correspond to an email address 
(since scanner is used in a network to transfer documents; see fig. 5 and 6), a network interface 
module coupled to the keyboard/image scanner interface configured to connect the image 
scanner to an external network (see fig. 1,5 and 6), and a document scanned by the image 
scanner is electronically mailed over the external network (see fig. 5 and 6; col. 3, lines 32-41). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
to modify the combination of Criscito et al. and Raasch et al. to incorporate Davis et al. because 
that would provide the user of the system to utilize the remote scanner located on server 
computer system or remote scanner located on computer suystem (col. 3, lines 32-41). 
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37. Claims 22, 24 and 25 are method claims of apparatus claims 11,13 and 14. Criscito et 
al., Raasch et al. and Davis et al. in combination teach apparatus as set forth in claims 11,13 and 
14. Therefore, Criscito et al., Raasch et al. and Davis et al. in combination also teach method as 
set forth in claims 22, 24 and 25. 



Response to Arguments 
38. Applicant's arguments filed August 1 8, 2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The examiner disagrees with the applicant, Criscito reference does not teach "a scanner 
including a first port and a second port coupled together through a communication bus. The 
examiner would like to refer to figure 2, wherein there are items 14 and 20 designating a 
keyboard and a CPU or computer and they are separately connected to the scanner (item 10 in 
fig. 2). Since claims are to be given broadest reasonable interpretation, the scanner connected to 
the keyboard via a bus can be considered as a port and further, the scanner connected to the 
computer or CPU via another bus can be considered as a different port. 

Furthermore, the examiner disagrees with the applicant Criscito does not teach or suggest 
"the scanner is configured to receive keyboard commands from the keyboard and perform a 
function based on the keyboard commands even if the computer is powered off 5 . In this point 
the examiner would like to point to VDD and GND connection between the keyboard and 
scanner (items 14 and 10; fig. 2) wherein keyboard and the scanner would be able to function 
even if the computer is powered off. 
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Moreover, the examiner disagrees with the applicant Criscito does not teach or suggest 
"transmitting keyboard commands to the computer via the scanner, even if the scanner is 
powered off. Due to the fact that there exists VDD and GND connection between the CPU and 
keyboard (items. 14 and 20; fig. 2) and this connection is via the scanner (item 10, fig. 2). The 
examiner would also like to point to col. 2, lines 8-10, wherein it is stated that communication 
between the keyboard and the computer may be conducted via a wedge. Therefore, if the 
scanner is powered-off, the communication between the keyboard and the CPU would exist. 

Finally, after considering all of the factors above, the examiner retains the rejection of 
previously rejected claims 1, 3-25 and newly presented claims 38-56. 
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39. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohammad O. Farooq whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4144. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici can be reached on (571) 272-4083. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Mohammad O. Farooq 
December 9, 2005 




